Name: _________________________________
Soil Sampling
We are going to analyze different soil from around the Calgary area. It is your job to gather your samples, make your observations, inferences and answer the follow up questions. 

Soil samples can be classified by a variety of things. A few of those could be:
· Color				- Size of particles		
· Smell				- pH				
· Make up (composition)		- Texture			

Controlled Variable: ___________________________________________________________
Responding Variable: __________________________________________________________
Manipulated Variable: _________________________________________________________

Put a small sample of each soil on a piece of clear tape and place it in a box.

Sample #1						Sample #2






	

	              Observations of Soil Characteristics
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	Inferences of Soil Characteristics: Where do you think your soil sample was taken from?

	Sample #1
	Sample #2

	

	
	

	
	



1. Why do you think soil analysis would be useful in an investigation?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Would soil analysis be a strong piece of evidence in an investigation, like a fingerprint or footprint would be?  
Explain your reasoning. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
3.  Look at someone else’s soil samples (something you did not do) and describe 3 observations and give your inference on where you think the soil was collected from. 
Observations:
I. ________________________________________________________
II. ________________________________________________________
III. ________________________________________________________
Inference: _____________________________________________
		

Name: __________________________________



